r
e
g
n
e
s
s
e
M
The
March 2017, Volume 36, Issue 3

By Clarissa McLean, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada
Oh, the possibilities in life’s little seeds. How grateful I
am that God has given me eyes to see and a heart to feel the
beauty in little things! If I listen carefully, I still can hear our
little congregation singing:
This life is a garden where action and deed
May spring into gladness by sowing the seed;
God gives us abundantly sunshine and show’rs,
And we may have brambles, or beautiful flow’rs.
We’ll scatter good seed in word and in deed,
And Jesus will bless it, we know;
In mercy and love, for heaven above,
We’ll scatter good seed as we go.
“We’ll Scatter Good Seed” — Ida Scott Taylor

I opened my hand and looked at seeds given to me by
those who have walked beside me from time to time; tiny
seeds of encouragement, forgiveness, kindness, patience,
comfort, joy, hope, love, peace, gratitude, generosity, humor, hospitality, long suffering, gentleness, and so many
more.
The first seed I chose was a smile! That tiny seed was
the memory of Dad’s big smile as he spotted us girls walking across the field he was plowing to bring him some
lunch. His face was so dirty, yet his smile—with all his
white teeth showing—could not have been more beautiful. What a welcome!
He would shut off the tractor so we could have peace
and quiet, and we would find a comfortable place (quite
often in the shade of the tractor) for our little picnic. He
had a deep love and appreciation for nature, and he would
draw our attention to the sights, sounds, and smells
around us. What a sacred time!
The second seed is of desire! Two weeks before our
son, Jason, and his best friend, Ryan, were to graduate
from grade 12, Ryan’s dad committed suicide. Ryan immediately withdrew from the world. He shut everybody out.
He wouldn’t accept phone calls, visits, food…anything!
Even his mother could not console him. In desperation, she phoned and asked Jason to try again to reach her
son. The next morning as Jason left for school, he said,
“Mom, will you go to the store and buy a ‘Mr. Big’ and
drop it in Ryan’s mailbox?”
“A Mr. Big?” I didn’t know what that was! It was a
chocolate bar, and it was Ryan’s favorite! I said to him,

“Shouldn’t you write a note to put with it?” He said, “No! I
don’t know what to say. He’ll know where it came from.”
I did what he asked. Later that night, a phone call
came! Healing was sprouting!
The third seed is respect! The phone rang, and I knew
before I answered it who would be calling…someone with
a heart beating like my own…someone with hopes and
dreams as big and grand as mine…someone who is always
in a crisis. During the lengthy conversation that followed I
heard myself saying: “I wish I knew how to help you. I
really don’t know what to say…or do.”
The voice (through tears) replied, “You are helping me
now. You are listening!”
The fourth seed is commitment! Several years ago, I
worked in the office of the Saskatoon Convalescent Home.
An older gentleman made the hour trip from North
Battleford every Tuesday morning to see his wife, a
resident with us. I remember thinking, “Why does he
come? She doesn’t know him. Most of the time she lies
there with her eyes closed.”
On arriving, he would ask us, “How is my wife today?”
He would pull a comb from his suit jacket and carefully run
it through the few hairs he had. After straightening his suit
coat, he would begin the climb to the second floor. I followed him one day, curious to know what he did when he
got there. What I saw was beautiful!
As I watched from the hallway, he greeted his wife
with a kiss. No response. He pulled a chair close. No response. He took her hand. No response. My eyes filled
with tears. I was so touched by this man’s gentle spirit and
devotion. I glimpsed the pure love of God that day!
I smiled as I looked at other seeds in my hand. Some I
had received from my grandchildren: hugs, humor, laughter, tears, and little seeds of knowledge and adventure. I
remembered the night my granddaughter, Sarah, was
sleeping over and crawled into bed with me. The lights
were off, and we were lying quietly.
I was almost asleep when I heard her soft, sweet
voice, saying, “Grandma, would you like to know what
time it is in Hong Kong?” I lay there pondering the
possibilities in that precious little seed beside me!
Oh, that we may be planters of good seed!
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Attention: Special Meeting

Prayer Requests (New)
Eric Ashcraft
Heather Beck
Fred Beecher
Jessica Bueras
Maria Canarr
Children at Church
Donielle & children
Doug Cunningham
Maddoxx Deitz
Arthur Eutsler
Arlene Griswald
Roger Haggaert
George Hesse,
Karen Hollister
Dwayne Hopson
Alicia Inskeep
Rick Inskeep
Sharon Jackson
Lola Kesler
Judy LeVan
Lori Lindburg
Judy LeVan
Ron Martin

A special congregational meeting will be held
Sunday, March 12, immediately after the worship
service, to consider a request from Calvary Harvest
Church to use our building for worship on Sundays,
from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m., and for Bible Study on Tuesday
nights, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. At this time, that is the only
business scheduled.

Bonnie McKnight
Maddy McQuitty
Jessica Nelson
Alice Orsborne
Stef Perry & family
Louise Poelvoorde
Dustin Ragan
Christina Ramirez
Muriel Sackfield
Marcus Scott
Elaine Siebke
Brenda Sims
Louise Sherwood
Dean Taets
Pam Tisdale
Julie Upton
Barb Vanderginst
Bette Williams
Lauryce Wegdut

Temple School Course Scheduled
MP 300 Introduction to Priesthood Ministry will be
offered in Muscatine, April 22 and May 20, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Attendance at both sessions is necessary to
receive credit.
The course will be taught by Jane McDonald. Textbooks are available through Herald House
(www.heraldhouse.org). The paper edition costs $29.95
plus $9 shipping; the PDF version is $12.95. Jane asks
that as much of the text as possible be read prior to the
start of class. Please contact Brenda Mitchell
at mitchellsonzika@mchsi.com or (319) 390-4307 if you
plan to attend.

Calling all Crafters, Vendors, Volunteers
Registration and information forms for the May 20 Two
Pockets Craft and Vendor Fair are available in the
narthex. Gae Lane Rosinski and Dottie Ragan are
organizing the event in memory of their father to raise
funds for mental health and suicide prevention research.

5
Into
the Wilderness
First Sunday in Lent
World Hunger Emphasis
Matthew 4:1–11,
Genesis 2:15–17, 3:1–
7/2:18–22, 3:6–12 IV;
Psalm 32;
Romans 5:12–19

12
Be Born of Water
and Spirit
Second Sunday in Lent
John 3:1–17,
Genesis 12:1–4a/12:1–3 IV;
Psalm 121;
Romans 4:1–5, 13–17,
D&C 164: 3

19
Come, Drink
Living Water
Third Sunday in Lent
John 4:5–42/4:7–44 IV
Exodus 17:1–7, Psalm 95,
Romans 5:1–11.
D&C 162: 7c-d

26
I Was Blind
and Now I See
Fourth Sunday in Lent
1John 9:1–41
Samuel 16:1–13,
Psalm 23,
Ephesians 5:8–14
III Nephi 4:48-49
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